Expression of cry genes in Bacillus thuringiensis biotechnology.
Bacillus thuringiensis is a gram-positive, spore-forming bacterium that produces insecticidal crystal proteins during sporulation. The production of these crystals results primarily from the expression of cry genes. In this review, we focus on the expression and application of cry genes directed by both cry gene promoters and non-cry gene promoters in different hosts. However, not all cry genes and niches are compatible with B. thuringiensis. New delivery systems offsetting the current limitations in B. thuringiensis application are needed to improve Cry production, niche fitness, and persistence. This review examines currently available research and highlights areas in need of further research and development for more effective production and utilization of Cry insecticidal proteins.